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________________________________________________________________________
Thursday, 10 May 2018     6:00 PM                       Council Chambers 

This meeting’s notice was published in the Post and Courier newspaper. 

 

I. Call to Order 

This meeting was called to order by Commissioner Willis at 6:03 PM.   

 

II. Roll Call 

In attendance were Commissioners Pinckney, Richardson, Willis, Wolf, Planner/Zoning 

Administrator Holton and Clerk-Treasurer White.  

 

III. Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

Invocation was given by Commissioner Richardson; followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

IV. Adoption of Agenda 

Commissioner Richardson made the motion to adopt the agenda  as prepared; Commissioner 

Pinckney seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

V. Public Comments 

None 

 

VI. Minutes: 

Commissioner Pinckney made the motion to adopt the minutes of April 12, 2018 as prepared; 

Commissioner Willis seconded and all voted in favor. 

 

VII. Old Business: 

None 

 

VIII. New Business: 

Request for Variance-Height Restriction for a single family residential home at TMS #248-04-00-

060, 5056 Timber Race Course: Jody Crosby,  applicant and representative for the owners of the 

property addressed the Commissioners. She stated that they are requesting a height variance to 

elevate the building pad to better channel water away from the garage area and create swales that 

will keep water from adjacent properties. Ms. Crosby mentioned that Stono Ferry has lots of water 

runoff issues and flooding. She is requesting a 3-ft 4-in height variance. The owners are requesting 

a 9-ft garage so that they can have 8-ft garage doors to accommodate large vehicles and possible 

boat storage. Ms. Crosby shared a letter from the landscape architect supporting the height variance 

request. She also read a clause from the Stono Ferry ARB regulations stating that houses over 35-ft 

high from grade requires a variance from the Town of Hollywood and the Architecture Review 

Board (ARB).  She asked that the Commission accept the variance as requested. Commissioner 
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Willis said that he thinks the house can be built without the 35-ft variance and still have storage for 

the boat if the height of the walls are reduced. Ms. Crosby said this would put an undue hardship on 

the homeowner to build a house that will not have the resale of  every other house in Stono Ferry. 

Commissioner Wolf asked for an explanation of the building pad elevation and why it has to be so 

high. Ms. Crosby explained from the site plan that the first contour line starts at the highest point of 

the lot which is at 15 and continually decreases. This request mitigates and keeps water out of the 

garage as well as the neighbors' property.  Commissioner Willis asked if there is a drainage issue 

there now. Ms. Crosby answered that she has not walked the property after it rains but the lot drains 

naturally as it is. Commissioner Willis said that the water currently drains towards the marsh and is 

probably not accumulating any or very minimal water on its neighbors' property. He recommended 

that the height be raised to 2-ft because of the contour lines but shrink everything else to get within 

35-ft.  Commissioner Richardson asked if this particular lot was near the water. The owners could 

possibly build a dock to store their boat. Ms. Crosby said that she was uncertain how far the owners 

are from the water. Commissioner Wolf asked what percentage of the lot will be covered by 

pervious surfaces. Ms. Crosby said 7 percent of the lot will be covered by pervious surfaces and this 

does not include the driveway. Commissioner Wolf  said that she sees the trend of homeowners 

wanting to build higher and Hollywood by its Comprehensive Plan would like to remain a rural 

community without a lot of tall buildings and homes. Commissioner Wolf made the motion to grant 

a 2-ft  4-in variance to bring the height to 37-ft 4-in with the adjustment coming from the height of 

the garage; Commissioner Pinckney seconded and all voted in favor. 

Commissioner Richardson asked if it was possible for the Commissioners to receive the packets 

sooner than when they are getting it. She had already made plans and had to make adjustments to 

attend tonight's meeting. Commissioner Wolf said to plan on having a meeting every month.  

Commissioner Richardson said that on many occasions she has not received her packet until the day 

of the meeting and made the suggestion to receive the packets at least 2 weeks in advance to allow 

time to go out and look at the properties being discussed on the agenda. 

IX. Adjournment 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:23PM. 

  
Prepared by: 

Tynetta White 

Clerk-Treasurer 


